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2025 Summary

A busy year for Save Our Seagrass: ten businesses chose to be ‘Seagrass Champions’, helping
us reach out in Torbay with our conservation message; and we specifically targeted user groups
with new events, featuring activities on marina pontoons talking directly with boaters.

Seagrass Champions - launched in March, we now have ten local businesses signed up as
ambassadors, raising awareness of Torbay’s seagrass and letting people know how they can
help. We delivered staff briefings for each partner at the start of the season, supplied project
resources and posted profiles of the organisations on our social media. They have helped us to
run events, distribute leaflets, display posters and answer questions from the public. The
champions have helped us to reach so many more people than we would have been able to
reach alone, and they engage with people in places and at times when we cannot be present!

Freedom Boat Club Torquay MDL Marinas Torquay and Brixham
Cantina Goodrington The Cove Discovery Project

The Guardhouse Cafe, Berry Head Fishcombe Cove Cafe

Reach Outdoors Torquay Watersports

Torre Abbey Wet Wheels Torbay

Engagement Events - our programme included a blend of events, enabling us to reach different
audiences. Public events continue to be important, as they raise awareness of the existence of
seagrass meadows in Torbay and help create a culture of care for the marine environment.

New events for boat users, thanks to the kind help of MDL Marinas, allowed us to focus our time
and messaging on the groups most likely to anchor in Torbay, and therefore have an impact on
seagrass. While these offer lower audience numbers, they can be expected to deliver more
behavioural impact.

MDL Marina pontoon events — Torquay and Brixham - May, July, August (180 attendees)
Public engagement events — Devon County Show, May

Ocean Adventures event, Torquay, June

Love Local Food Festival (Exeter), August

Slapton Festival of Nature, August

Seagrass Fest, Torquay Princess Gardens, September

1100 attendees




Monitoring of mooring use — we are continuing to monitor the use of the Fishcombe seagrass-
friendly moorings. This gave us some interesting insights: up to 9 September, boats used the
moorings 1775 times but there were 37 occasions when watercraft anchored within the
voluntary No Anchor Zone. Many of these instances were by small powerboats - these may be
slipway users, rather than marina berth-holders, so we are preparing info signs for the main
Torbay slipways.

Fishcombe Cove, July: the powerboat at front-
leftis anchored in the seagrass, the other 3
vessels are on seagrass-friendly moorings.
Ideally, the vessel would have shared a mooring
(which we know can be awkward) or dropped
anchor just outside the marked No Anchor Zone.

Mooring ownership - we have now passed
ownership of the three Fishcombe Cove
moorings wholly to Ocean Conservation Trust.
OCT are already responsible for the servicing
and care of other moorings in Torbay, so this
offered a simplification.
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Information Signs - the large interpretation signs
installed around the bay in 2024 are all still in location.
One case of graffiti has been cleaned up with no
damage.

State of Seagrass

We have been unable to run dive surveys since 2023, due to changes in insurance under
regulations that govern the use of volunteers. Partners operating in other areas have seen some
signs of recovery in seagrass, once protected, which offers hope for the meadows in Torbay.

To ensure that we are acting in the best way this would ideally be addressed in 2026, with a
survey by the Environment Agency or a partner organisation.



Looking Forward

Over the winter, we will be working with Torbay

Harbour and our Seagrass Champions to install Meet the

new buoy recognition signs at slipways and 9 : N EW BUOYS
pontoons, ready for next season, to reach out to — = IN town .
users of small powerboats. — e B -lo/csnathosnoroyoucannols

protect vital seagrass habitats.

We are planning another blended engagement
programme in 2026, in partnership with OCT,
reaching out to several new locations and
audiences.

To ensure that awareness of seagrass is raised \RBOU
closest to the places where it is found, it would be beneficial to recruit a small number of new
Seagrass Champions - particularly those with a presence in Broadsands and near Meadfoot.

We hope to prepare new leaflets and posters for the Seagrass Champions, so that they retain
appeal and provide fresh content. Feedback indicated that a glossy poster with photos of
seagrass wildlife would be helpful.

Finally, it would be helpful to know whether anchoring occurs at the other locations, such as
Elberry Cove and Hope’s Cove? This could involve staff, volunteers or temporary camera trap
monitoring.
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